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POL300-05 – Human Rights & Foreign Policy 
Spring 2015 

SJ023 | MWF | 1:00p-1:50p 
 
n: Dr. Joel R. Pruce 
e: jpruce1@udayton.edu / joel.pruce@gmail.com 
t: @profpruce 
o: St. Joe’s 217 
h: Tuesdays 10a-2p, and by appointment 
 
Description 
 
This course examines the role of human rights calculations in the formation of foreign policy. 
Given the traditional conception of international relations as a domain of narrow material self-
interest, the emergence of human rights as a foreign policy priority raises critical questions about 
the impact of this normative agenda on the preferences of diplomats and heads of state. The 
substance of this course is framed theoretically and presented historically, focusing on many of 
the most complex issues confronting policymakers, including multilaterialism vs. unilaterialism, 
humanitarian intervention, genocide and mass atrocities, and engaging rogue state behavior. 
Special attention is paid to the human rights movements and grassroots campaigns that have 
demonstrated an ability to influence the elite art of statecraft. Cases and events that constitute the 
weekly structure of the course highlight the interaction of human rights and foreign policy 
concretely in the context of major flash points of the past forty years. 
 
Overview 
 
I consider this syllabus to be a contract between instructor and student. We are both responsible 
for everything that is spelled out herein. For me, this means a pledge to deliver the material in an 
engaging way so as to challenge you and cultivate critical thought. For students, there is an 
expectation that you come to class prepared, having completed the reading and ready to discuss it 
in depth. I employ a seminar-style approach to the classroom that is based on a weekly 
presentation to contextualize and expand on the assigned reading, but dependent on conversation 
to propel our understanding of the material and delve deeply into the cases. If we each keep up 
our ends, we have a high likelihood of being successful in the course and getting the most out of 
this experience.  
 
I conduct class in an open fashion, which is to say directed toward meeting the needs and suiting 
the interests of students. If there are particular aspects of the topic that you are particularly 
curious about, please let me know. However, don’t be mistaken. This is not a democracy in any 
robust sense of the word; but it is a space where your personal concerns matter. Class is more 
like the Security Council then the General Assembly: eventually everyone gets a turn to be 
heard, but power remains situated in a particular place, on a permanent basis, and the veto may 
be exercised at any moment.  
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Materials 
 
Steve Smith, Amelia Hadfield, & Tim Dunne (eds.). 2008. Foreign Policy: Theories, Actors, 

Cases, 2nd ed. (Oxford University Press). 
 
Kathryn Sikkink. 2004. Mixed Signals: US Human Rights Policy and Latin America. (Cornell 

University Press). 
 
Nicholas Wheeler. 2002. Saving Strangers. (Oxford University Press).  
 
Other readings marked with an *asterisk* can be found on Isidore, and those with a hyperlink 
can be downloaded directly from the web. 
 
Evaluation 
 
Attendance and Participation  11% 
Human Rights in the News Quizzes 12% 
Beyond the Classroom assignments 12% 
Midterm Exam   20% 
Term Paper    20% 
Presentation    15% 
Final weeks’ writing   10% 
 
Attendance and Participation 
 
This course can only be effective if students are invested. Investment requires consistent 
attendance, deliberate preparation, and focused attention. You cannot be successful in this class 
without showing up every time and completing every assignment. Preparation entails close study 
of all the reading—not simply browsing the material while on Facebook and Twitter and 
SnapChat and YikYak. Participation is not measured in quantity, but in quality. 
 
Human Rights in the News Quizzes 
 
During Weeks 1-6, students will take weekly quizzes on human rights events occurring today. 
These will be simple fill-in-the-blank style questions that can be answered by opening a 
newspaper or following a news source online. Especially since we start the class with theory, 
grounding in the “here and now” will help contextualize the early part of the course. The 
questions will be distributed online Wednesday, and should be submitted via Isidore by Friday 
before class. 
 
Requirements Beyond the Classroom 
 
During the course of the semester there will be many excellent opportunities to attend films, 
lectures, panel presentations, and other events relevant to this course. I will announce these 
opportunities periodically, and you will be required to attend and write-up three (3) events. For 
each one you attend you will need to write and submit to me a ~1000 word response essay. This 
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essay should include a brief summary and then a longer reflection on what you learned. What 
surprised you? What other questions did you have? What did you agree or disagree with? And 
most importantly, how can you relate this to concepts, theories or ideas from course readings or 
class discussion? These essays will be due within one week of the event and can be submitted on 
Isidore. 
 
Presentations 
 
Each student will join a group assigned to a case study and will be tasked with presenting that 
case to the class in weeks 10-15. These will focus mostly on the reading and combine presenting 
material with facilitating discussion. Groups are free to use any format they choose and are 
encouraged to think creatively and utilize the widest range of tools at their disposal. Each group 
will be responsible for meeting with me the week before their presentation is scheduled. 
 
Examinations 
 
Midterm: A combination of fill-in-the-blank, multiple choice, and short answer responses 
derived from course material in Weeks 1-6. 
 
Term Paper: A 10pp writing assignment to be completed over the course of the remainder of the 
semester, focusing on content from Weeks 8-13. Students will be provided with provocative 
prompts that compel argumentative responses. This assignment will not require any outside 
research and is for the purpose of demonstrating synthesis and comprehension of course material 
from the second half of the term, as well as writing skills. 
 
Final weeks’ writing: Journal-style writing entries, reflecting on class discussions and readings 
from Weeks 14-15. To be submitted via Isidore and due Monday April 27.  
 
The Honor Pledge 
 
I understand that as a student of the University of Dayton, I am a member of our academic and 
social community. I recognize the importance of my education and the value of experiencing life 
in such an integrated community. I believe that the value of my education and degree is critically 
dependent upon the academic integrity of the university community, and so in order to maintain 
our academic integrity, I pledge to: 

• Complete all assignments and examinations by the guidelines given to me by my 
instructors; 

• Avoid plagiarism and any other form of misrepresenting someone else's work as my own; 
• Adhere to the Standards of Conduct as outlined in the Academic Honor Code. 

In doing this, I hold myself and my community to a higher standard of excellence and set an 
example for my peers to follow. 
 
As well, the classroom is a space that We all inhabit together and, therefore, We must all work to 
maintain an open and permissive environment every time We meet. This requires that We treat 
each other with respect at all times, hear each other out, and respond appropriately. Failure to do 
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so will compromise Our collective ability to grow as thinkers and may result in stifling Our 
capacity to explore the important questions that confront Us. 
 
Decorum 
 
In addition to your attendance, preparation, attention, and participation, you have an obligation to 
maintain proper decorum in the classroom. Decorum corresponds largely to common sense kinds 
of stuff, which I generally assume you know but will let you know in the event of transgression. 
Generally, this asks of you to act like a professional. Don’t saunter in late. Perform the courtesy 
of notifying me of absences in advance. Also, I do not want to see or hear mobile phones at all 
during class. There is no reason for phones to be out or for you to be on them. If you are waiting 
for an urgent call or message, I expect you’ll let me know in advance. 
 
Finally, decorum also extends to our communication. Again, act like a professional. If we have 
an appointment scheduled and you can’t make it, even at the last minute, let me know. When 
emailing with me, please use a greeting at the outset, write in complete sentences, and sign-off 
with your name. When I respond, if I’ve answered your question or approved some request, it is 
conventional to reply in turn with “thank you.” I don’t mean to be overly formal about this at all, 
but I think that communicating appropriately with instructors during college will help students 
understand what will be expected of you elsewhere.  
 
I also promise to always grant you the same level of decorum—as an expression of my respect. 
 
Physical/Learning Disabilities 
 
The University of Dayton is committed to providing equal access to students with disabilities.   
Students requesting accommodations based on disability should register with the Learning 
Assistance Center. If you have special needs, please inform me privately and I will do my best to 
accommodate you. I can only help if you talk to me. 
 
The Writing Center 
 
Writing is an important component of this class, and is critical to your success at the University 
of Dayton and beyond. This is an acquired skill that requires practice, and you are strongly 
encouraged to visit the Write Place when working on your Part II writing assignment. Staffed by 
a talented pool of tutors from all academic disciplines, this free University service is there to 
support you. Through individual consultations, the Write Place will work with you to hone your 
writing skills. Drop-in consultations are welcome; appointments are encouraged. 
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Weekly Program 
 
Week 1 – Introductions 
M 1/12 Me, You, and the Syllabus 
 
W 1/14 Jack Donnelly, Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice, 2nd ed., Ch. 2* 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 
F 1/16 Mixed Signals, Ch. 1 
 Sign-up for presentation groups 
 HRINQ due 

  
Week 2: Human Rights as Foreign Policy 
M 1/19 MLK – No Class 
 
W 1/21 Mixed Signals, Ch. 2 
 
Th 1/22 MLK Panel on Social Change; 7pm; Torch Lounge 
 
F 1/23 Mixed Signals, Ch. 3 
 HRINQ due 
 
Week 3: America and the World 
M 1/26 Harold Hongju Koh, “On American Exceptionalism,” p. 1480-1501* 
 Republican National Committee, “American Exceptionalism” 
 
W 1/28 Andrew Moravcik, “The Paradox of US Human Rights Policy”* 
 
F 1/30 Andrew Bacevich, “US Foreign Policy after Iraq” (Videos 2-5) 
 HRINQ due 
 
Week 4 – Theoretical Perspectives 
M 2/2 Foreign Policy, Ch. 2 
 
W 2/4 Foreign Policy, Ch. 3 
 
Th 2/5 Exhibition Opening – “Picturing Moral Courage: The Rescuers”  
7pm, Roesch Library, first floor gallery 
 
F 2/6 Foreign Policy, Ch. 4 

HRINQ due 
 

Week 5 – Power in Foreign Policy 
M 2/9 Bruce Jentleson, “Coercive Diplomacy: Scope and Limits in the Contemporary World” 
 
W 2/11 Joseph S. Nye, “Soft Power and American Foreign Policy”*  
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F 2/13 Rosa Brooks, “Embrace the Chaos”  

HRINQ due 
 

Human Rights Center Colloquium, Theme: Media Advocacy; details TBD 
 
Week 6 – Priorities of Foreign Policy 
M 2/16 Foreign Policy, Ch. 10, 12 
 Midterm Study Guide distributed 
 
W 2/18 No Class – International Studies Association Annual Meeting 
 Catch-up on reading and prepare Midterm Study Guide 
 
F 2/20 No Class – International Studies Association Annual Meeting 
 Catch-up on reading and prepare Midterm Study Guide 

HRINQ due 
 
Week 7 
M 2/23 Midterm Exam Review 

 
Human Rights Week: “Life in a War Zone: Growing Up in Afghanistan,” Farah Ahmedi 
7p; KU Ballroom 

 
Tu 2/24 Human Rights Week: “Children and the Sex Trafficking Industry,” Anti-Trafficking 

League and Theresa Flores of Save Our Adolescents from Prostitution; 7p; KU Ballroom 
 
W 2/25 Midterm Exam 
 

Human Rights Week: “Child Abuse Education and Awareness,” Prevent Child Abuse 
America; 7p; Torch Lounge 

 
Th 2/26 Human Rights Week: “Juveniles in the Criminal System,” A Conversation with Sister 

Helen Prejean; 10:30a; Sears Recital Hall 
 
 Distinguished Speaker Series presents Sister Helen Prejean; 7p; RecPlex 
 
F 2/27 Rites/Rights/Writes event – Discussion and Film Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom  

Art Street Studio B, 1p 
 
Week 8 
M 3/2 No Class 
 
W 3/4 No Class – Spring Break 
 
F 3/6 No Class – Spring Break 
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Week 9 – 1970s and 1980s  
Paper prompts distributed 
M 3/9 Nixon/Ford Presidencies 

Mixed Signals, Ch. 5 
 
W 3/11 Carter Presidency 
 Mixed Signals, Ch. 6  
 
F 3/13 Reagan Presidency 
 Mixed Signals, Ch. 7 
 
Week 10 – Engage, Isolate, or Pressure 
Presentations begin 
M 3/16 Apartheid South Africa 

Audie Klotz, “Norms Reconstituting Interests: Global Racial Equality and U.S. Sanctions 
against South Africa,” International Organization 49 (Summer 1995): 451-478.* 

 
W 3/18 Tiananmen Square, China  
 Foreign Policy, Ch. 17 
 
F 3/20 Opening Cuba  
 Marco Rubio, “A Victory for Oppression” 

James Fallows, “Obama Just Ended the Stupidest Part of US Foreign Policy” 
 

Human Rights Center Colloquium; details TBD 
 
Week 11 – Action after the Cold War 
M 3/23 Somalia  
 Saving Strangers, Ch. 6 
 
W 3/25 Rwanda 
 Saving Strangers, Ch. 7 
 
F 3/27 Bosnia and Kosovo 
 Saving Strangers, Ch. 8 
 
Week 12 – Action after the Cold War  
M 3/30 Guest Speaker!! 

Jane Nankwenya, Deputy Chief of Mission, Malawi Ambassador to the US 
 
W 4/1 Iraq 
 Foreign Policy, Ch. 16 

Kenneth Roth, “War in Iraq: Not a Humanitarian Intervention”* 
 
F 4/3 No Class – Easter Break 
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Week 13 – R2P 
M 4/6 No Class - Easter Break 
 
W 4/8 Darfur 

Alex Bellamy, “Responsibility to Protect or Trojan Horse? The Crisis in Darfur and 
Humanitarian Intervention after Iraq”* 

 
F 4/10 NO CLASS 
 

Human Rights Center Colloquium, details TBA 
 
Week 14 –Topics: Israel/Palestine 
M 4/13 Libya/Syria 
 Justin Morris, “Libya and Syria: R2P and the Specter of the Swinging Pendulum”* 
 
W 4/15 No Class – Stander Symposium 
 
F 4/17 Pro-Israel Advocacy 

John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt, “The Israel Lobby”* 
Stephen Zunes, “The Israel Lobby: A Progressive Response to Mearsheimer and Walt” 

 
Week 15 – Topics: Economic Statecraft 
M 4/20 Foreign Policy, Ch. 11 
 
W 4/22 Sanctions 

Stephen Marks, “Economic Sanctions as Human Rights Violations: Reconciling Political 
and Public Health Imperatives”* 

Dursun Peksen, “Better or Worse? The Effect of Economic Sanctions on Human 
Rights”* 

 
F 4/24 Foreign Aid 

Interview with Dambisa Moyo, author of Dead Aid (video) 
Roger Riddell, “Does Foreign Aid Really Work?” (video) (transcript) 

 
Term Paper due, Wednesday April 29 by 5pm via Isidore 

 


